Mobile Phone Policy ARDLEIGH GREEN

Purpose

m To promote a safe, focused, and respectful learning environment by setting clear expectations for the
use of mobile phones and personal electronic devices within school

m To comply with the law around the use of mobile phones in schools

Principles

m A mobile phone is considered a prohibited item

m Schoolis a mobile phone-free environment for all

m School prohibits the use of mobile phones and other smart technology with similar functionality to
mobile phones

m Learning time must be free from distraction and interruption

m Students should develop responsible digital habits and follow social media rules and regulations

Expectations are clear, consistent, and fairly applied

General Expectations

= School is a mobile phone-free environment for all students

m Upper Key Stage 2 children who travel to and from school without an adult may bring their mobile
phone to and from school

m Students should not have their mobile phone with them during the day. These must be handed into
the school office

m Staff should not use their own mobile phone for personal reasons in front of students throughout the

school day. Mobile phones should be out of sight

Permitted Use /| Storage

m  Mobile phones should be stored in the school office
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Role of the Parent/Carer

m Parents/carers play an important role in supporting the school on the use of mobile phones
m This should be discussed at home and the school policy reinforced
m Parents/carers should not contact their child during the school day via their child’s mobile phone,

contact should only be made via the School Office

Sanctions/School Response to Mobile Phone Usage

m Failure to follow expectations will result in:
1. Incident of Misuse: Phone immediately confiscated and returned only to parent/carer at the end
of the school day
2. Persistent breaches: Phone immediately confiscated and further responses applied (e.g. formal

suspension)

Confiscation and Searching Procedures

m Iftheschool believes astudent has a mobile phone in their possession, they will be searched as a mobile
phone is a prohibited item. Refusal of a search will result in a suspension.

m If confiscated, mobile phones will be stored securely in line with school procedures in the School Office

m Staff will log confiscations on the school’s Edulink and My Concern (safeguarding) platforms

m Headteachers / Principals, or staff they authorise, have a statutory power to search a student or their
possessions where they have reasonable grounds to suspect that the student is in possession of a

prohibited item. A mobile phone is considered a prohibited item.

Safeguarding [ Misuse

m Any misuse will be reported immediately to the Designated Safeguarding Lead /Pasterat-Staff

m The school may search a device where there is reasonable concern, in line with statutory guidance

Responsibility of Students and Parents/Carers

m Students bring phones onto the school site at their own risk
m The school accepts no responsibility for loss or damage if students bring phones onto site - the law

protects staff from liability in any proceedings brought against them for any loss or damage to item
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Reasonable Adjustments

m Exceptions may be made for students with medical or additional needs

m Use must be agreed through a formal plan (e.g., SEND or healthcare plan)
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